
Dear Chairman, honorable delegates of the World Health Assembly,  
 

The International Pharmaceutical Federation, FIP, welcomes the opportunity to speak on this important 

issue of the rational use of medicines.  FIP is the global federation of national organizations of 

pharmacists and pharmaceutical scientists whose mission is to improve the access to and value of 

appropriate medicine use worldwide.  

 

Having reviewed the report of the Secretariat on rational use of medicines, we note that an 

implementation strategy on this issue has been approved by all six WHO regions in meetings with 

Medicines and Health Systems staff, but implementation has not yet begun and resources are being 

sought. We would like to have more information regarding the composition and plan of action of the 

global steering committee on guiding this process. 

 

We take this opportunity to recall the recent 2008 UN report “Delivering on the Global Partnerships for 

Achieving the Millennium Development Goals” highlighting the existence of large gaps in the availability 

of medicines in both the public and private sectors, as well as a wide variation in prices which render 

essential medicines unaffordable to poor people. The report also highlighted that generic substitution 

by pharmacists is a key policy for ensuring access to affordable essential medicines which should be 

adopted by more countries. However, even people who have access to drugs may not receive the right 

medicine in the right dosage when they need it. Many people buy, or are prescribed and dispensed, 

medicines that are not appropriate for their needs. Some use several medicines when one would do. 

Others use medicines that carry unnecessary risks.  

 

There is now considerable evidence to show that inappropriate use of medicines continues to be a 

widespread problem in developing and transitional countries. The 2009 WHO document on Medicines 

Use in Primary Care in Developing and Transitional Countries reported that in all regions, less than half 

of all patients were treated according to clinical guidelines for common diseases in primary care. Less 

than 60% of children with diarrhea received oral rehydration therapy, and more than 40% received 

antibiotics, again mostly unnecessarily. Only about half of all malaria cases received an appropriate anti 

malarial.  

 

In addition, reports published between 1990 and 2006, prescribing and patient care practices did not 

exhibit much improvement. Given this compelling evidence, FIP urges Member States to strengthen 

support and investment for the establishment of national programmes utilizing pharmacists to promote 

rational use of medicines, through coordinated implementation of sustainable interventions such as 

establishment of hospital drug and therapeutics committees, particularly on standard treatment 

guidelines and essential medicine lists. These need to be scaled up to the national level together with in-

built systems for monitoring medicines use in order to evaluate progress.  

 

FIP would also like to highlight the WHA resolution on role of the pharmacist (WHA47.12) in supporting 

the WHO Medicines Strategy and the WHO/FIP guidelines on Good Pharmacy Practice. Pharmacists play 

a central role to improve rational use of medicines and national policies should support the capacity and 

development of their roles such as the promotion of health, ethical access to information for patients, 

improved prescribing, pharmaceutical care, and the rational use of medicines.  

 

Finally, we are firmly committed to supporting the resolution WHA 60.16 and call upon all Member 

States and WHO to allocate more resources in improving the rational use of medicines worldwide. 

 Thank you 

 


